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John 1:29-42

[John the Baptizer] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.”
35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

The Word of the Lord: Thanks be to God.


We really have two stories here: first, the story of John testifying that Jesus is the Son of God, and second, the story of him repeating his testimony and it changing people’s lives.

In her story “An Intermediate Stop,” author Gail Godwin writes about an English vicar who has a vision of God. He tries to write it down, wanting to share it with the world. 

But right away, the beauty of the vision slips away. The more he tries to talk about it, the farther he feels from that initial ecstasy. 

He is invited to a college in the American south to present a lecture. He accepts, but feels like a complete fraud. He is spiritually empty. He wants to see God again, but nothing he does brings that ecstatic experience back.

Then, he sits down for dinner with some students. He shares some biscuits and red-eye gravy with them, and just talks, as one person to a group of other people. No titles, no lecture, no collar, just real connection. 

He opens up and tells the students tells them about how much he misses his home in the English countryside. And in that sharing, over biscuits and gravy, he again feels God’s presence. This is a new vision of God, and it stays with him.

That is true testimony: sharing our story with other people who want to see what we have seen. 
 
It’s not always simple or easy to share our testimony. We may meet difficult experiences that try our faith as well as our patience. We lose our tempers with our families, our government, our own finances, our health, or the driver ahead of us in traffic. 

We also witness prejudice, oppression, injustice, war and violence: all the ways we humans are inhumane. It’d be easy to say, “A loving God would not let this happen. So God can’t be real.” 
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]But even when we don’t have easy answers, we are called to testify. Perhaps especially then. This is an opportunity for revelation. We are called to stand in those challenges and say, “Here is the Lamb of God.” 

We all face times when we’re not sure how to show love. And yet, we are called to live faith even then. 

We’re called to witness poverty, and show God’s love through service. We’re called to behold violence, and show God’s love through peacemaking. We’re called to experience sin, and show God’s love through mercy. 

God doesn’t say, “If you make mistakes, I’m out of here.” 

What God does say is this: “Yes, you are hurting, and I am with you. 
Yes, things are broken, and I love you. 
Yes, the struggle is long, and I will not leave you.”

We testify to that truth in big ways and small ways. 

We can hug a friend and smile at a stranger. 
We can be a calm voice in a heated argument. 
We can pray for each other, and the world. 
We can take a stand for justice and hope, and support others who are doing the same.
We can love and forgive each other, because Christ loves and forgives us.

The good news is that God is reaching out to us and yearns for us. God delights in us and lives with us. God wants us to invite more people into that eternal life.

In God’s love, we can stand and testify without fear. We need no script, no clichés. We just need to be ourselves, our true selves, children of God. 

We are forgiven, and we can share that same offer with everyone. We can proclaim the presence of our Creating, Redeeming, Sustaining Lord. 

Together, in all generations, we can say, “Here is the Lamb of God.” 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 



1

